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EXHIBIT 21

Letter dated January 31, 1925 to Rush L. Holland, Assistant
Attorney General, from Walker River Irrigation District
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thie Welkir River finaty,

Iiv our

Rush L. Holland, Assistant
Genoral Departmsnt of Jus
Washingtod D, (.

K2
Dear Sir:- Ans Feb 6/25

T.AND :
ALy oy

] In reply to yoiir létter to us of -Januery-21
1925, allow us to shy Lhat Wwe sre glgd t6 have been of

Serviece b0 you, even in 4 small way.

) The Informality of the dccurrsncs proipts us
to be informel in & matter bhat is of vitel importance to,
all tie viater users on the Valksr River, Hast Walker River,
West Walker River snd the tributaries thereof, hoth in
the States of Nevada and California.

‘ Qur orpanization, as reference to the records
of the General Land 0ffice and the Federal FPower Commis-
sion will show, represents all the water users in the
Walker River basin in ths State of Nevada with the single
excaption of the Welker River Reéservetion. There ars
Some 83,615 acres of vestsd water rights within the besin,
57,784 scrss of which are within our 4istrict, It is ese
bimated that tue populdation within the basin is soms 4,000

peopls, of whom about 3,000 are within this distriet,

Tho: water rignts, above mentioned, wére determitiad through
8 sul¥ dn the Unitéd States District Court, consuming a
periad of soms meventeen years,; &and :dre sel forth in Decres
i Houity Mo. 731, United Statds District Court for the
District of Hevada, Marceh 23, 1919, In 1907 the Unitsq

) .l

-States was formally regussted to become s porty to this

-

suit but did not enter.

Howsvor, in July, 1924, the United Btates
filed comploint Bgainst all the other water users in the
stréam system, and asked for an injunction against those

8rs t ' them nsing water fram the stream until

thé reservation should be supplied |
water per second for the irrigati
land.,

) At The hearipng on July 10th upon the Order %o
Snow Calse, it was Shovn and scknowlédsed that the stresm
4id not have thot anount of water: however it was agreed
by stipulation that tha entirs strean should bve given up
for the use of Indians for a veriod of five days, stored

\ia/the reservoirs owned By the Wallksr River Irrigatidan
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Rush 1. Hollend, Assistait Attorney General

District, and delivered in as cogpect a b0dy &8 possible
to the reservation:. The stteapt was made; The resulf was
that not o single diop of water raached the reservation
but that the entire amount of wabsr wes comyletely 16st.
The season of 1924 was ong of extreme drouth; the Weather
bureaw records showing that it vwes the driast ysar in Farty )
4
(3

sevel ygars,

- The position of the reorle in the district is
this: “fhe first wiite settlers csmo into tnlis cowttty and
settled along about 1855 to 18¢0. The dntes of Iriority
given for ‘the Vested rights in Degrés Mo, 731, abovs referred
to, begun in tie yemr 1860. Of course the 1and$, vaen first
ssttled upbn,‘Were‘unsuIVEjed'and'it“was 7Ly sears before
petants could be obteived. JAfterwards a le f£é voriion of

the lands wore taken ap under ithe gert Lead Lews, and all
‘the water rights of the white setilérs were acguired through
"loeel gustoms, lews, end devisivis of $he gourts,” as re-
Terred to in the Degert Lend Aet ang other land acts. The
PoB1tion of the people, dsfehdants in this case, is not

that the lands of the Walker River 2 fervation are not en-
titled to walsr, but that they ere only entitled fo wat:
which they have arplied to beneficinl se, under tlie "loesl
ciiftoms, laws, @nd d6eisions of the eourts," above refer¥ed to.

) ) The "Findings of Pact™ 4in Decres No, 751 ghoyve
referred top, showg thet the reservation viag entitled to
the use of water for 1995 Gérés of varipus griorities rang-
ing frox 1868 to L{8E, snd Ve believe toet Chs réports of
the supérintendent of tﬁé'feservation,will show that there
id, at present, no% to excede 27000 dcres of land undex
CuWltivation, Our people are perfectly willing to prant that
such is the ¢ase, or ave willing to adnit eny obtney aseréege
that the fagts might show, but thay do not bslieve, and crn-
not believe, that the Fedsral Covsrmment s willing or
sirous “¢f dépriving them of the viator 1o which they %
they “uive scqgnirsd g Litle through beneficisl use with’the
Cb.pénéationy”particnldtly 80 when it is within ths ros8ibili-
ties and within-reeson te protect the Tndians of the reserve-
tion Dby ﬁhe;ex;én&iture»of’gAcomrérhﬁively smell Ahouwiit of
mOngy vhrough thé buildine of storége ressrvoirs, Taers is
) -anple vaker surply, snd to spere, for the regsrv tidh if
4 the supply is promerly conssrved, A dsgree of the year 1859
averded t0 the weservation, under rresent ciréumztances
would préactically devast te Uhis region.

. ‘Trusting that you will zive tuis eage the care-
ful thought snd attention thet ik deserves, I am

6Ty truly‘yours,
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